


What clients are saying about Randy Frazier’s 
Keynote/After-Dinner Presentation of 

What I’ve Learned from 9,000 Years of Farming: 

“Thank you so much for your phenomenal presentation to our  
Ag-appreciation gathering. You delivered as promised! Everyone I talked with 
was extremely impressed with your combination of humor and your sincere and 
heartfelt message. My only dilemma is finding another presenter of your caliber 
for next year. You have certainly set the bar extremely high!!!” 

~ Jason A. Roehrig, District Administrator 
Defiance Soil and Water Conservation District – Defiance, Ohio 

*** 
“Your opening Keynote for our statewide conference was greatly enjoyed, as 
evidenced by the standing ovation it received.” 

~ Johnette Johnson, Arkansas Extension Homemakers Council 
Past President & Publicity, July 1, 2018-July 1, 2020 

*** 
“I’d love to buy the first copy of this as a book! Looks like a hit to me. Much 
work and much love in this my friend. Sweat equity. Congratulations.” 

~ Joe D. Waldrum, Professor - Leadership Development 
U of A Division of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, Little Rock 

*** 
“Randy Frazier is a speaker, poet, and writer who has a timeless message for 
those in search of perspective. He has honed the capacity to make people learn, 
laugh, and cry—all at the same time.”  

~ J.D .Dunbar, Penn State Senior Extension Educator, 
PA Rural-Urban Leadership Program Director (RULE) 

*** 
"Randy's perspective on farming and farmers comes from his faith in God, deep 
love and admiration of his father, and wonderful storytelling gift. A truly 
enjoyable and uplifting experience." 

~ Bruce Martin, Past President, Southeastern Equipment Dealers Association 

*** 
"Some people are known as a great keynote speaker...Randy Frazier is one of 
them. Wonderful! A standing ovation presentation." 

~ Martha Buff, Past President National Conservation District Employees 
Association (NCDEA)



What reviewers are saying about the book  
What I’ve Learned from 9,000 Years of Farming: 

Humorous Inspiration! (Amazon Customer - June 25, 2018) 

“Randy Frazier's book is a dynamic combination of humor, history, wit and down to 
earth stories that satisfy like grandma's apple pie. It made me more connected to the 
way my grandparents and great grandparents lived with nuggets of wisdom. If you're 
looking to be inspired to be your best or simply want a satisfying farming read, this 
book is for you!” 

*** 
Delightful book! (Joe Waldrum, PhD – July 3, 2018) 

This book is a delightful read about Randy's unique perspective on growing up 
on a family farm and the life lessons it has taught him. His travels in Frazier's 
Fabulous Flying Time Machine gives a very interesting take on the history of 
agriculture from the Garden of Eden forward! The book is filled with quotes 
from famous and not so famous folks that apply to each chapter. And Randy's 
sense of inspirational humor runs throughout. If you were raised on a farm, or 
especially if you weren't, you will truly enjoy this book. And, you might even 
learn something about agriculture that you did not know. 

*** 
Frazier captures the essence of a farmer (Rene Lovett – August 22, 2018) 

“Whether you're a farmer, the son or daughter of a farmer, or one generation 
removed, like me, you'll find yourself smiling and nodding all through Randy 
Frazier's WHAT I'VE LEARNED FROM 9,000 YEARS OF FARMING. 
As an added bonus, through pictures and stories, the reader experiences 
Frazier's unfettered admiration for his farming father, who clearly played a 
pivotal role in shaping Arkansas' best down-to-earth motivational speaker.” 

*** 
Great stocking stuffer for one who loves farmers and history (Yolanda 
Dennison – August 2018) 

The true meaning of the Stoic poses of farmers (the government and paperwork 
embedded in their crops). Enjoyed the storytelling style that made the travel 
back in time in a community that pulled together to survive and raise a family 
on private land. Especially appreciated images of those farmers and their stoic 
poses. Affordable gift for others to enjoy. 



Thought provoking (Amazon Customer - July 27, 2018) 

The lessons explored in this book were very thought provoking. For me, it 
made me think of my roots...my ancestors, and the value system they lived by as 
farmers. To realize the beginnings of where my values, what I live by in 
trying to be a good person, come from. You have to be honest with yourself and 
your neighbors to be a good farmer. You can't ignore the weather, you can't 
procrastinate getting in the harvest, you can't tell your neighbor you'll feed his 
animals when he's gone and not do it...they die. And even though I'm not a 
farmer and have lived in the non-profit world for many years the rules still 
apply. To learn more about the values passed down from centuries of farming, 
I would highly recommend this book. 

*** 
A must read for all who eat! (Lee Bradshaw – January 21, 2019)
On occasion, a person may require the services of a doctor or maybe even a 
lawyer, but you need a farmer at least three times a day. If you have ever 
wondered what it takes to be a farmer or how they think then WHAT 
I’VE LEARNED FROM 9,000 YEARS OF FARMING is the book for 
you. With the aid of real-life experience and homespun humor, Randy Frazier 
masterfully draws back the curtain to allow a peek at life on the farm and 
those who till the land for a living. It is a “must read” for all who eat!!!

*** 
The world needs more books like this (Amazon customer – March 11, 2019)
Randy, I can't even begin to tell you how much I enjoyed reading your book. 
Coming from a long line of God-fearing, hard-working farmers, so many 
pages took me back to the farm house built in 1865 in Bedford, Kentucky. 
That farm and the family that worked and lived there is the reason I never 
forget who I am and where I came from. So thank you Randy for writing this 
book. The world needs more books like this so write more books! G.B.

*** 
Sunlight on a rainy day (Rob LaRue – March 14, 2019)
In this interesting adventure our tour guide/pilot weaves together the past 
present and future into timeless principles that we can all enjoy and value. I 
especially appreciate this well thought and researched perspective that is 
substantiated with excellent quotes and factoids. This is an easy read that is 
sure to engage and it teaches us a few things about ourselves, life and even a 
little farming. What I've Learned from 9000 Years of Farming reminds us 
that there is something in our very essence that gives us great satisfaction 
when we plant a seed and watch it grow.



what i’ve learned
from 9,000 years of farming



dedi ation

This book is dedicated to farmers and farm families 
everywhere. 

“I quote others only in order the better to express myself.” 

~ MICHEL DE MONTAIGNE (1533-1592) 
FRENCH WRITER AND PHILOSOPHER



Author's Note

(Looking for "what" and finding "why.")

This book began as a good-natured attempt to explain the past 
from a farmer's point of view. Sometimes taking a poetic look at 
what happened in the past makes it easier to understand forces 
that have shaped the character of Farmers and Ranchers today. (If 
you've known many Farmers or Ranchers, you may have 
wondered what caused us to be the way we are.)

In writing the last two chapters, something odd became apparent. 
Every event and circumstance seemed to shift the focus from what 
happened in the past to why there is hope for the future.

It's as though thousands of years of struggle have served to refine 
one remarkable trait found in all successful Farmers and Ranchers. 
It's the trait that explains "why" we'll continue to move 
confidently, but cautiously, toward an uncertain future.

Regardless of how you think the past unfolded, your future is tied 
to the future of Farmers and Ranchers. They grow the food that is 
put on your table.

Peace and Grace,
R.C. Frazier



Chapter 2 

aith, a ts, and i tion!
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HEN YOU ENTITLE a book, What I’ve Learned from 9,000 
Years of Farming, you know it’s going to raise a few 

eyebrows. You also expect it to raise a few questions. 
Usually one of the first things people want to know is how an 

old farm boy living on a mountain in Arkansas could have 
experienced 9,000 years of farming. 

I take that as a compliment. Even though my physical 
appearance makes me a shoo-in for senior discounts, it’s good to 
know people don’t automatically assume I’m older than the 
pyramids. (Granddaughters are an exception.) 

If we start by ruling out that this is an autobiographical 
account, (thank you), there are only three other options. Even the 
most-polite Southerner will eventually get around to asking if this 
book is based upon faith, facts, or fiction. 

The answer, of course, is yes. 

 

!



Faith 
 “Faith is like radar that sees through the fog.” 

—CORRIE TEN BOOM 

I am a person of faith. Taking the “long view” of life has 
shortened the amount of time it takes me to laugh about what 
happens in life. I try to make faith the dominant influence on how 
I think, speak, write, and live. 

By acknowledging up front that I’m a “believer,” you won’t be 
surprised when I make references to the oldest, most widely 
circulated written account regarding the beginning of agriculture. 
It’s what you should expect from a believer.  

Based upon your own experience, you’ve probably noticed that 
100 percent of those who identify themselves as “believers” believe 
exactly the same thing 100 percent of the time and are in 100 
percent agreement on 100 percent of the details. 

Okay, that was a test to see if you’re paying attention. 
Hopefully, you caught the fact I inserted a totally fictitious 

description for people of faith.  

“No man believes the Bible means what it says; 
he is always convinced that it says what he means.” 

—GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 
(1856-1950) 

People of faith do NOT see everything exactly alike. 
Nonetheless, under ideal circumstances, (often involving hot coffee 
and a piece of pie), some of them will tentatively agree that other 
people of faith may occasionally be allowed to have slightly 
differing interpretations—on a few points. Happily, one of those
points is a somewhat fuzzy timeline for the history of agriculture. 

I find pecan pie works best. 
Before we leave the subject of overlapping opinions, let me 

point out that faith and science have a lot in common. The more 
we learn about the universe, the more we realize how little we 
understand about anything. 
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Faith, Facts, and Fiction 

This came to mind recently as I watched an interview of two 
astrophysicists discussing their newest book, We Have No Idea: A 
Guide to the Unknown Universe. Their honesty and humility 
inspired me. 

The good news is there’s at least one central concept on which 
all believers will agree:  

There is more to life than meets the eye. 
Believers think Aristotle was correct when he observed, “The 

whole is greater than the sum of its parts.” They also would nod in 
agreement if they heard Hamlet tell his “bestie,” Horatio, 

“There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 
than are dreamt of in your philosophy.” 

—HAMLET ACT 1, SCENE 5 WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

All of the above would applaud Earl Nightingale, master 
inspirational speaker to an earlier generation. He often quoted 
from a speech given by Grove Patterson, editor in chief of the 
Toledo Daily Blade: 

“. . . we came from someplace and we are 
going someplace . . . The architect of the universe 

did not build a stairway leading nowhere.” 

If you want to ask farmers a question, you’ll have to raise your 
voice a little. Many of them are slightly hard of hearing, and all of 
them are already halfway up the stairs. 

If you know a farmer who is a “person of faith,” they might 
appreciate you giving them a copy of this book. 

“I read the paper every day and the Bible every day. 
That way I know what both sides are up to.” 

—ZIG ZIGLAR (1926-2012) 

Facts 
 “I would rather have questions that can’t be answered 

than answers that can’t be questioned.” 
—RICHARD P. FEYNMAN 



I am a person of facts. That comes as a relief to my many 
scientific friends, especially those old enough to remember 
watching “Dragnet” on a black-and-white TV. Most of them 
probably subscribe to the Detective Joe Friday approach: “Just the 
facts, Ma’am.” 

Ironically, not once in the entire Dragnet television series did 
Joe Friday utter that four-word phrase. He said something close to 
it, but never that exact phrase. 

So, how did this never-once-used line become the most 
memorable line in a TV series? All it took was Dan Aykroyd 
saying it multiple times in a 1987 comic parody of Dragnet.2 Dan 
Aykroyd movies (thankfully) resurface on a regular basis. What 
gets heard over and over gets repeated and believed. That’s a fact. 

Another interesting truth about facts is that many of them have 
a short shelf life. We’ve all experienced that awkward moment 
when you have to “rotate the stock” by throwing out some old 
“facts” and replacing them with newer, more highly informed facts. 
(There’s even a product line available called “alternative facts.”)  

To be totally fair, people of faith have the same problem. 

“When you know more, you grow more.” 
—R.C. FRAZIER 

Personally, I’ve always been fond of facts, and I encourage 
people to increase their knowledge base whenever possible. Those 
who are fact driven and committed to a no-nonsense approach to 
life will appreciate the number of facts included in this book. 

One example is the 9,000-year timeline referenced in this
book’s title. That time frame is based upon archaeological
evidence, and as you know, 100 percent of archaeologists are in
100 percent agreement on 100 percent of all archaeological
conclusions. 
 (I’m glad you caught my second intentionally erroneous 
statement. We’ll delve deeper into fiction in just a moment.) 

It turns out that archaeologists are not in exact agreement on
where and when farming began. The time frame I see most 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dragnet_(1987_film) 
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Faith, Facts, and Fiction 

frequently suggested points to around 7000 B.C. Consequently, 
I’m 100 percent confident that the 9,000-year timeline is 100 
percent accurate—give or take a few thousand years in either
direction. 

Despite variances in interpretation, it’s nice to know that 
people from both ends of the spectrum, (faith vs. facts), generally 
agree on two points: 

1) Our physical bodies are made of dust and they will eventually
turn back into dust. (Sound familiar?)

2) Between birth and death, our physical bodies are highly
dependent upon the interrelationship of sunlight, soil, air,
water, and this phenomenon we call “life.” (Efforts to
enhance that process are often referred to as “farming.”)

As has been pointed out by others, the two "camps" diverge 
over whether or not all of this could have come from nothing, and
whether or not it will ever amount to anything. 

Before moving to the topic of fiction, I’ll suggest that my fact-
loving friends consider giving copies of this book to their fact-
loving/fact-critiquing associates. It’s the quickest way I know to 
recruit help with updating my facts. 

Fiction 
 “It’s no wonder that truth is stranger than fiction. 

Fiction has to make sense.” 
—MARK TWAIN 

Fiction is a vehicle in which we’ve all taken an occasional spin. 
(I’m tempted to mention it’s become the most popular mode of 
transportation in Washington D.C.) 

Before I sound too critical, I should mention that in a few 
minutes, I’ll invite you to join me on an excursion into the past. 
There will be no need for tickets, passports, or seatbelts, and 
there’s not the slightest need to worry. (You can trust me. I used to 
work for the government.) 

The topic of “fiction” often rears its head when I bring up the 
need to “demolecularize, teletransport, and remolecularize” a group 



of people. (As if there were an easier way to get people on and off 
the flight deck of Frazier’s Fabulous Flying Time Machine.) 

Let me put your concerns to rest. For reasons I can’t go into 
now, I must categorically state that all references to time travel are 
pure fiction. Time travel cannot happen, and it must not ever 
happen. 

Stop for a moment and consider all the bad things that could 
happen if certain large, ominous, powerful organizations in this 
world were to acquire that kind of technology. And it wouldn’t 
stop with Disney. 

The R & D people at Google, Facebook, and Amazon can be 
almost as ruthless. The Military-Industrial Complex, not so much. 
They’d be crushed in a bidding war. 

In response to that, I’ll say again that everything in this book 
connected to time travel is completely fictitious. It has never 
existed and must NEVER, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever exist. 

<< Note to my Editor: I know this is overboard, but the smokescreen last time 
was way too thin. Once my server got hacked and the T.M. plans were 

decrypted, I should have known the future would be a mess. I took an insane 
risk coming back to warn a few people, rewrite this chapter, and get the server 
out of my basement. For the children’s sake, let’s hope we’ve got this corrected. 

AND FOR CRYING OUT LOUD, don’t forget to delete this note  
before this goes to press! >> 

Before moving on to “Life on the Other Side,” I need to cover 
just one more thing. 

You’ll recall I suggested to my friends in the “faith and facts” 
communities to consider giving copies of this book to their friends. 
Because my wife, Alisa, is such a warm, generous, loving, kind 
woman, she insisted I include people in every category. To that 
end, she’s willing to ship caseload orders of this book, anytime, 
anywhere, to anyone. 

She is such a thoughtful woman. 
Now, let’s talk about life on the other side. 
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o t the thor 
A native of Arkansas, Randy Frazier was raised on a family 

farm in Arkansas County. Upon receiving a Biology degree from 
the State College of Arkansas in 1974, he began a thirty-year 
Leadership/Management career with the Arkansas Department of 
Parks and Tourism. In addition to his Park Superintendent duties, 
he served as a fully commissioned Law Enforcement Officer; a 
Mountain Rescue Team Member; an EMT Instructor; a 
Hospitality Instructor; and a certified Self-defense Instructor with 
a First Degree Black Belt in Goju Karate.  

In 1988, he was a graduate of LeadAR Class 2, and in the 
1990s became a nationally recognized motivational speaker and 
trainer on the topics of Leadership, Communication Skills, and 
dealing with Change. He has been a Professional Member of the 
National Speaker’s Association since 2006, and has been a 
featured speaker in over 40 states.  

As president of his own company, he serves clients such as 
USDA, Farm Bureau, Entergy, the Kellogg Foundation, Keep 
America Beautiful, and numerous Leadership Development 
programs. He also works with a wide variety of professional 
Associations, schools, and educational organizations. He can be 
reached through his website at: RandyFrazier.com.  

Randy has received recognition for his work as a leader and 
motivator. The Arkansas Wildlife Federation named him 
Conservation Educator of the Year and the Arkansas EMT 
Association honored him as Emergency Medical Technician of the 
Year. The Arkansas State Employee Association named him 
Outstanding State Employee in 1993, and in 2004, the Arkansas 
Division of Volunteerism honored him with their Paragon Award 
for leadership in helping to improve the quality of life for the 
citizens of Arkansas.  

In 2010, Randy Frazier became the third native son of 
Arkansas, (following Carl Garner and Senator Dale Bumpers), to 
be awarded the Iron Eyes Cody Award for outstanding Leadership 
by Keep America Beautiful, Inc.



Ready to Order? 
To purchase copies of this book, please visit the book page at the 

author’s website: 
(www.RandyFrazier.com/book/ive-learned-9000-years-farming) 

or search for this book on Amazon. 

You may also click on one of the QR Codes below to purchase 
additional copies of this book: 

Order autographed copies from the author’s website: 

Order from Amazon: 

Authors appreciate reader reviews. Please consider posting a 
review of this book to Amazon.com. Thank you. 
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